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2021 Harvest Letter      

Thanksgiving 2021  

Dear friends, 

Thank you for the wonderful gift of my month of summer 
holidays this year.  It was wonderful to come back to St. Mary’s 
ready to begin a new chapter in the life of our parish, as we 
opened up the doors again and stepped back into our cherished 
church, eager to reconnect with others and walk together in our 

communal life of faith.  While at our summer parish we had some Sundays where we had over 90 parishioners in 
attendance.  We haven’t gotten to that number yet at St. Mary’s, but we have gotten well over 50 some weeks 
between our 8 and 10:30 am services.  The parish is now safely holding services again and we would encourage all 
our members to join us for worship as you feel comfortable.  To reserve your seats and pre-register for services to 
help us with contact tracing, please either call the office at (905) 884-2227 or go to www.saintmarysanglican.ca.   

During our travels this summer we noticed quite a few turkeys!  Did you notice any?  We would be out traveling and 
all of a sudden there would be large groups strutting around along the side of the road and they would be making all 
sorts of noises, not giving a care in the least what the rest of the world thought.  Then, often without notice, these 
wild turkeys would dart across a field into tree cover and disappear from sight.  In addition to those wild birds, we 
also saw lots of foolishness in the community this summer, as the world continues to grapple with the current times 
and as humanity struggles with how and if we can find ways of caring for the world like Jesus did on the cross.   

As we contemplate our blessings at this time of Thanksgiving, we as Christians are invited again to align our hearts, 
souls and bodies with Christ and remind ourselves of how he reveals the path of life that roots our existence in the 
power of God, the creator of all.  The power of the cross of Jesus is; that purposeful living, rooted in a life of valuing 
the priorities of God and in proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God, will lead us to places where we can uncover and live 
into the rich gifts that God has for us.  Gifts so powerful, that as we experience this life, God’s gifts can overpower 
the hurts, burdens and challenges that try to consume us.  And instead in their place, these holy gifts empower 
blessings to flower and bud all around us.  Please enjoy this little story that helps to bring this message home. 

“Goodbye! Thanks for coming. Thanks for everything!” As the caravan of cars and trucks pulled out of the driveway, 
waves were exchanged and a thankful greeting sailed out across the front yard to each vehicle as it passed from their 
view.  The young couple stood there basking in the glow of friendship, steeped in a feeling of deep appreciation.  It 
had been an evening to remember, that would live on in their memories for years.  Times had been hard for this young 
family, especially over the last six months or so.  Jim had lost his job early on in the year and Sally was pregnant again.  
With three mouths to feed already, a house payment, a vehicle payment, and numerous other bills to pay, the past 
few months had been very difficult.  Sally had had to go back to work to supplement the meager part-time income 
that Jim was able to bring in.  There were times when they simply didn’t know how they were going to get through 
tomorrow, let alone through the week or the month.  They tried not to look too far down the road anyway since that 
tended to frighten them more than reassure them. Now, just when things looked their bleakest, they knew that 
Christmas was off in the distance, but still needing to be planned for.  There would be gifts to buy and somehow they 
needed to find a Christmas tree.   And Thanksgiving?  Well, with what lay ahead, there would be no turkey and fixings 
this year.  They would have to do with a nice meat loaf and also be happy about it! 
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That’s when it happened.  On Sunday they’d been to church and Monday morning they went to run some errands.  
When they came home, they found their driveway filled with cars and trucks.  They were parked everywhere, even on 
the muddy lawn.  Their little house was ablaze with light and there was an outdoor cooker, chugging away in their 
open garage.  They got out of their vehicle, looking at each other in amazement.  “Where did all these cars and trucks 
come from and what are they doing in our house?  There’s smoke coming from the garage, and ...” Jim’s amazement 
was cut short by the sudden appearance of a stout neighbour lady pushing through their side door cradling a bowl of 
potato peels that she was about to toss into the green bin.  “They’re here!” she shouted.  And suddenly, neighbours 
and friends began pouring from the little house like ants from a hill, descending upon the stunned couple and their 
children. Thanksgiving had arrived at their little house with the morning dew still wet on the ground.  It was 
everywhere. The smells of baking turkey and cooling pies permeated the crisp autumn air.  Thanksgiving had arrived, 
that’s for sure; and it had come without any investment or labour at all.  Friends had made it happen. 

The young couple and their kids were royalty for the day.  They were guests in their own house, a house that was 
bursting at the seams with warmth, bounty, and fellowship for the better part of the day.  Now, as all the guests 
departed, they returned to their now empty home.  It seemed strangely quiet after hours of noise and commotion. 
The smells of food and drink still lingered there, but the only evidence of that bounty were the bags of trash and full 
green bins sitting placidly in the garage and a refrigerator filled with imprisoned, sleeping left-overs.  The kids were 
already sleeping, even the dog seemed worn out from the day’s commotion.  Jim and Sally were alone with their 
sudden silence.  As he put his arm around his beaming wife, a sudden expression of concern spread over his face.  
“You know,” he stated.  “You know what I’m afraid our biggest problem is now?”  Sally looked up with an inquisitive 
smile.  “What?”  “It’s making this last. I mean,” he paused.  “I mean, not the leftovers.  Those will be gone soon 
enough.  I mean, the appreciation.  For nearly the entire day we didn’t hardly think about ourselves at all.”  He blurted, 
arms outstretching as if to embrace the whole scene.  “Do you know how long it has been since that happened?  We 
didn’t think about our troubles at all.  The only thing that changed was the fact that we spent this entire Thanksgiving 
Day truly being thankful.  And, I guess, when you are buried knee-deep in this kind of appreciation, you just can’t think 
that much about anything else.”  Sally looked into the living room at her oldest son sprawled out on the sofa.  “I guess 
you’re right.  I wish I could just box up the feeling I have now and keep it handy.  I’m almost afraid how I might feel 
tomorrow.  If I could just peek into the box a little every day, well, it would be a help.”  Jim held her closer, and closed 
his eyes in prayer.  “We don’t need a box or anything else, honey.  We’ve got each other, the kids, and we were blessed 
this day from heaven above.  We didn’t do anything for it.  It was, like, manna.  You’ve just got to believe that it will 
be there again tomorrow.  You just got to believe!” 

As we prepare to gather around a Thanksgiving Table in the days ahead, looking forward to new blessings, or 
treasuring past ones, may we find space to give thanks to God for His goodness shared with us.  May we all have the 
grace to embrace our blessings and use them for God’s good work.  And may we always find joy in any labours that 
allow us to plant seeds of blessings. 

May you and yours have a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving! 

  Yours in Christ, 

Matthew † 
            The Reverend Matthew H. McMillan 

       Parish Priest, St. Mary’s Anglican Church  



                          

Thursday, September 30th 2021 
The Feast of St. Jerome  

Dear Friends, 

At our September Parish Board Meeting, parish leaders met to review our plans for the fall and to offer their guidance and 
input on parish projects.  At the meeting it was again approved that we share a small update with the congregation of our 
activities, finances and current state of affairs in the Harvest Mailing.  We hope this small package keeps you up to date 
and also gives you pride in the work being done by many on our behalf, to keep St. Mary’s strong and focused on the 
Gospel and Good News of Jesus Christ.  Our challenge is to continue to take this Good News into the world, that those 
who don’t know it, may hear it firsthand or experience it through us.  On this day, the Feast of St. Jerome, we remember 
the first Christian Scholar who translated the Bible from its original Hebrew & Greek into the Latin Vulgate, which literally 
means ‘Common Speech’.  As many people remain isolated in these challenging times, may we remember that it is our 
common speech and everyday actions that share the Word of God with the world and make space for God’s Grace to 
transform lives.  As you are able to offer a Thanksgiving Envelope to continue to help us in our shared ministry, we would 
encourage you to do so.  We also offer our heartfelt thanks for all your donations and ongoing support of St. Mary’s.   
 

A Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to all, 

Sharon Hanns, Colin Webb, James Agyeman and Chas Mills 
St. Mary’s ChurchWardens 

 

Special Services 
 

Festival of Harvest Home – Sunday, Oct. 3rd  
Join us for the 1st of our Fall Festivals as we give thanks for this year’s harvest from the earth. 

 

Thanksgiving Sunday – Sunday, Oct. 10th 

This weekend we give thanks for the blessings bestowed upon us, our community and country. 
 

Blessings of the Costumes – Sunday, Oct 31st @ 10:30 am 
Our young people are invited to wear their costumes to church to bless them for Halloween. 

 

Announcements & Updates 

St. Mary’s Virtual Christmas Market Update 
Our St. Mary’s ACW is working hard at preparing our online Christmas Market and thanks to all those who dropped off 
items on October 2nd.  On Sunday, October 24th we will open our ACW website for purchases, and it will remain open till 
Friday, November 26th.  Purchases will be available for pick-up on Saturday, November 27th and Poinsettias will be available 
Saturday, December 4th.  To order Poinsettias by phone, please feel free to contact Jane Robertson at (905) 884-0469.  If 
you have any questions about this year’s program, please reach out to Marlene Gardiner (647) 267-0191 at any time. 



  

St. Mary’s New Staff Update 
We would like to share with the parish our progress on our hiring plans for the staff vacancies that have occurred at St. 
Mary’s this summer.  We have hired our new Office Administrator, Lucia Ferrara, who has begun working remotely and 
will be joining us onsite at the end of October.  Lucia will be in the office 10am to 2pm and will be supporting and 
coordinating the administrative needs of the parish and our tenants.  We have also completed the process of hiring our 
new cleaning staff.  Mahmut and Esma Terci are our mid-week cleaners, while Sal Nocitra is responsible for weekend 
duties.  We welcome all our new staff to St. Mary’s.  We would also like to share that our search for a new Youth Ministry 
Leader is still ongoing.  We have reached out to the Diocese but are still searching.  We will be looking to hire a staff person 
to run mid-week youth programs for our junior and senior youth and to also co-ordinate senior youth programs on 
Sundays, with the position offering 15hrs/week.  If anyone could recommend any skilled candidates, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to us.  We offer our thanks to Pam McMillan who is helping to run Sunday School during this transition time. 

Sincerely, St. Mary’s Wardens  
  

Outreach Update 
The Outreach Team would like to thank our property volunteers for repairing the Blessings Box after it was vandalized on 
Saturday, September 25th.  The broken doors were repaired and reattached, with little to no disruption for our clients who 
are supported by this program.  Thank you to all who contribute and support this important program.  For any members 
of St. Mary’s who would like to donate food items for the Blessings Box or for the Richmond Hill Food Bank, food donations 
can be dropped off every Wednesday from 10 am until noon at the church office during the weekly drop-off hours. 
 

Also, our Afghan Family will be arriving in Canada on Thursday, October 14th.  We will be so excited to welcome the 
Mohebbis to Richmond Hill after their 20-hour flight from Tajikistan.  The family of 6 will be arriving in the evening and 
will be doing a 2-week quarantine with their local family in Richmond Hill.  We will keep the parish updated on what 
supplies and assistance may be needed as the family settles in.  Thank you everyone for your prayers & support, Lyne Webb 
  

Bishop’s Vaccination Policy Update 
At the end of September, the Right Reverend Andrew Asbil, Bishop of Toronto, informed all parishes of the formal 
vaccination policy for our Diocese.  Individuals attending worship services or parish programs will not be required to 
demonstrate proof of vaccination.  However, all staff, active volunteers and any onsite contractors/service technicians will 
be required to provide proof of double vaccination status to the church wardens.  For the formal Diocesan Vaccination 
Policy and a copy of the Bishop’s Letter, please visit our parish website at; www.saintmarysanglican.ca  
 

Virtual Fellowship/Connection Groups Resuming this Fall 
This Spring St. Mary’s began a virtual small group that met weekly for; study, prayer and fellowship.  We will be looking to 
resume this program in October and ask that if anyone is interested, please contact Fr. Matthew as we work to plan our 
meeting times to accommodate as many schedules as possible.  Email Fr. Matthew at; fr.matthew@saintmarysanglican.ca  

 

Sunday School Update (Program and Volunteers) 
We are delighted to announce that St. Mary’s Sunday School has resumed in-person programming this fall.  We are running 
an all-ages program currently.  For any older youth who would like to volunteer and help our younger students, we would 
be happy to offer high school volunteer hours for those who are interested.  We have had a steady group of around 6 
youth and encourage all who are able to join us.  To help with resourcing this volunteer program, parent volunteers are 
needed as well to ensure we can operate properly.  If you can help, please contact Pam at pgmcmillan@hotmail.com  
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ST MARY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
RICHMOND HILL, ON 

 
  GENERAL   BUDGET   GENERAL         
                                2021       2021      2020   
 
PARISH BALANCES SHEET 
FOR JANUARY 1,2021 TO AUGUST 31,2021 
 
 
REVENUE 

Donation revenue $ 132,127 $ 155,380 $ 122,994 
ACW Donation     3,500     3,500     2,500  
Family Grant    24,500    28,000    31,500 
Jubilee Grant       -       -    41,394  
CRA Subsidy     9,844       -    10,514 
Rent   114,112   109,433   113,717 
 $ 284,083   296,313 $ 322,619 

 
EXPENSES  

Staffing $ 118,245 $ 135,399   $119,174  
Diocesan assessments    48,102    48,125     46,028   
Building expenses   107,790   104,572    106,345 
Committee expenses    14,774     5,200       7,637 
Administration    14,829    14,295     16,607 
 $ 303,740 $ 307,591 $  295,791 
 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENSES $( 19,657) $( 11,278)  $ 26,828 
 
OPERATING/RESERVE FUND - BEGINNING OF YEAR    53,574    53,574     31,633 
 
OPERATING/RESERVE  FUND - CURRENT BALANCE $  33,917 $  42,296   $ 58,461 
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